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NECESSITY OF MYSTERIES IN REVELATION. 


To tue Epitror or tne Gosprt ApvocateE. 


Sir,--I send you the following extract, the object of which is to show the 
necessity of mysteries in revelation, from a manuscript sermon on the incom- 
prehensibility of God. If deemed worthy of a place in your valuable publi- 
cation, it is at your service. SW 


I maintain, in the second place, that mysteries in a revelation 
from God are necessary. If there is one sin which more closely 
besets the heart of man than another, it is his pride; a haughty 
independence of spirit which seems exactly counter to the hu- 
mility of the Gospel;—a state of mind altogether incompatible 
with the reception of that kingdom which * cometh not with ob- 
servation, but is within you; is not in word, but in power; not 
meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy, in the Ho- 
ly Ghost.” Now what is there which so exalts a man in his own 
estimation, as the acquisition of knowledge, and by means of it 
the ability to take hold of a subject-and lay it open before you in 
all its bearings and connexions? Such being the character of 
man, what would be the effect were he able to search into al! 
the secret things of nature, and of Providence! ‘To say nothing 
of the fact that it would at once deprive him of one great source 
of happiness by putting a stop to the necessity of research, and 
to the improvement of his faculties, what a fatal barrier would it 
cast in the way of his progress to another world! ‘To what a 
pitch of pride would he be raised, when at one glance he could 
look tarough the mechanism, and trace out the relations of every 
existing thing with the intuition of a God! And how contemp- 
tably would we think of the author of all this simple machinery. 
Where would be his resignation? where would be his rever- 
ence? where would be his adoration? and where would be his 
praise ? : 

On the other hand.. What is there which so brings a man 
down to the dust as to attempt the development of a point where 
every step of the process is concealed from him? Where he 
‘inds himself involved in doubt, and in darkness at every step; 
every exertion of his faculties baffled by his ignorance ; and is 
at last obliged to relinquish the pursuit, acknowledging his weak- 
ness and his folly! Now if we can see no other beneficial effect 
resulting from that character of mysteriousness which God has 
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thrown around the events of his providence, and the operations | 
of his hands, we can at least see, that by stamping a seal of insig- 
nificance upon the power of human reason, it has a tendency te 
bring down the pride of human self-sufficiency, and thus to pre- 
serve man in a state of thinking, and feeling alike honourable te 
his Maker, and beneficial to his own soul. 

When is it that man feels most resigned, and looks up to his 
Maker with the deepest emotions of resignation and reverence, 
and lifts up his heart in raptures of the warmest devotion? Is it 
not when he feels most humble “under the mighty hand of 
God?” And when does he feel most humble? Surely, next to 
the moment that he feels himself a sinner and flies for refuge 
to the blood of that covenant which strips from him every plea 
of self-justification, it is when he stands amid some fine display of 
natural scenery, and witnesses at once the greatness and power 
of the Creator, and the incomprehensible Providence, which 
leaves no portion of his works, however minute, destitute of his 
presence and his care. It is, for instance, when he stands upor 
the declivity of a mountain, where all around him is sublime, 
and grand, and beautiful; when looking up, his eye is saluted by 
the rugged features of rocks piled on rocks, overhanging him in 
threatening grandeur, far as sight can reach; when he hears the 
deep voice of the ocean bursting in at his feet, and beholds the 
orb of day rising in glory from its bosom ; when he sees the blush 
and catches the melody of morn as it comes waited from the 
grove, conveying to his ear the sweet expressions of sensitive 
Rappiness ; it is in contemplating such a scene as this, he feels 
that in his ignorance he cannot account for the production of the 
slightest blade of grass he treads on, and then stretches his imagi- 
nation over the mighty track where the Almighty has left the 
still more imposing marks of his immensity—-where worlds on 
worlds whirl their ceaseless round, over which the hand of God 
has spread the same traces of his omnipotence, his self-existence., 
his eternity, his omnipresence—the same evidences of his love ; 
it is in such a scene as this, when he feels that in all that exhaust- 
less ocean of being above him, and around him, and beneath him, 
there is not one receptacle of life which is not filled; there is 
not one particle of matter which is not sustained, there does not 
take place one event which is not ordered by the immediate and 

ersonal agency of God ;—it is in such a scene as this, that he 
Coscentt sensible of his own insignificance, and it is then. 


*¢ When reason fails, 
With all her powers ; 
That faith prevails, 
And love adores.” 
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Now surely [ need not spend much time in showing you with 
what an overwhelming force this bears upon the subject before 
us; how it shows the necessity of something of that mysterious 
character in revelation which is so conspicuous throughout every 
department of nature and of providence, and which is so useful 
in keeping under the lofty spirit of human pride. What would 
you think of a God who could convey to you a correct idea of 
his mode of existenee, when you cannot understand your own 
mode of existence? It would be bringing him down to a stand- 
ard of less perfection than yourselves, and then, I again inquire, 
where would be your resignation to his will? where would be 
your reverence for his character? where would be your adora- 
tion, and where would be your praise ? 


BISHOP WHITE’S ADDRESS, 


To the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Penn- 
sylvania, held in St. Paul’s Church, Philadelphia, on the 10th, 11th, 12th, and 
13th of May, 1825.—After having stated the various Episcopal duties which 
he had performed in the course of the year, the Bishop proceeded ag follows : 


The Domestick and Foreign Missionary Society, although 
very limited in its means, and not deriving from the Union gener- 
aily, the aids which might have been expected from its establish- 
ment by the General Convention, has not been inert. Through 
the instrumentality of their executive committee, they have aid- 
ed missions in Delaware, Missouri, Georgia, Michigan, Illinois, 
Indiana, and East Florida, and are now engaged in establishing a 
missionary, as they have already an agent and a catechist, at 
Green Bay in the Michigan Territory. 

The Society for the advancement of Christianity in Pennsylva- 
nia, has been efficient, proportionably to their slender funds; and 
might produce very important effects over the whole extent of 
the Diocese, were the good achieved by them generally known 
and appreciated, and a consequent measure of encouragement 
extended. 

Under the direction of the Missionary Committee of this Dio- 
cese, there has been a supply to the Church at Whitemarsh, twice 
in every month; the Rev. Charles M. Dupuy, in the course of last 
summer, performed missionary duty in the counties of Lycoming, 
Columbia, and. Northumberland. 

The Bible Society of Philadelphia, although not especially un- 
der the controul of members of our communion, continues to com- 
mand the, countenance of the clergy of this Diocese; who wish 
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to encourage liberal subscriptions to so important an object. 
But it may be presumed, that while, on the one hand, we disap- 
prove of the endeavours said to be elsewhere put in operation, 
to pervert the institution of Bible Societies from the singleness 
of their professed design—that of distributing the Bible without 
note or comment; we do not adopt the untenable opinion, that 
notes and comments, as also expositions by the ministers of the 
gospel, for the unfolding of the sense of the sacred text, are 
needless ; such services being left by this Society, to the endeav- 
ours of other societies, and of individuals. 

There continue to be two Sunday Schools attached to each con- 
gregation in the city and its vicinity, and in some other places; 
and the Sunday School Society continues to extend its aid to 
those schools whose teachers are represented in its body. With 
the satisfaction arising from the good achieved by these institu- 
tions, there is still an alloy in attempts occasionally made, to per- 
vert them to the purpose of injury to the services, and of inva- 
sion of the rights of the ministry of our Church. It is to be 
wished, that in opposition to such designs, the schools may be 
conducted exclusively according to our religious system; and in 
perfect charity to other denominations of professing Christians : 
but with a determined resistance of all endeavours, whether 
made by persons exterior to us or among ourselves, for the ac- 
complishing of measures, which must both deteriorate our sys- 
tem and involve. us in needless controversy. 

The fund for the support of a future Bishop does not increase, 
in proportion to the claims which are made from the various 
parts of the Diocese for the services of their Diocesan. He who 
now fills the station may be permitted to wish, that his successor 
may not for a long time suffer, under the conflicting duties of an 
Episcopal and of a pastoral connexion; but he is obliged to 
confess, that his expectations are not sanguine, when he remarks, 
how few of the congregations in the Diocese have contributed to 
the future usefulness of the Episcopacy, in this particular. Still 
there is a foundation laid for the accomplishing of so desirable 
an object. 

In the last annual address it was noticed, that the corporation 
for the support of the Widows and Children of deceased clergy- 
men, contemplated an increase of the annuities to the families 
who receive them. ‘This has been determined on, to the extent 
of one hundred per centum for the last and for the present year, 
with the hope of the yearly continuance of it. Among the rea- 
sons for considering this as a subject to be held up to the view 
of the Convention, and especially to the clerical members of it, 
is the barring against future expectations which cannot be grati- 
fied. The knowledge of the existence of such a corporation, 
has, in some instances, prompted desires of relief from it, with- 
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out previous purchase of the benefit. It is therefore useful, to 
make known as extensively as possible, that the corporation can- 
not, consistently with faithfulness to their trust, bestow any of 
their means on the family of any deceased clergyman, who had 
not been a contributor to the fund, in one of the classes consti- 
tuted by the fundamental laws. 

In addition to the many excellent institutions existing in this 
city, and administering to the stability and the increase of our 
Church, there has been another recently formed, for the aiding 
of young men in their academical and collegiate preparation for 
the ministry, and for the continuing of their studies in the Theo- 
logical Seminary under the controul of the General Convention. 
The Society is at present in its incipient state, but is organized, 
and has printed its constitution; copies of which will be present- 
ed to the members of this body: with the hope, that their pray- 
ers, and their exertions, as opportunity may offer, will be ex- 
tended to this benevolent design. 

There has been often intimated in conversation, not only by 
myself, but by those of our clerical and of our lay brethren, to 
whom there are submitted the testimonials of candidates for Holy 
Orders, the wish, that in their applications, they would regard 
the days appointed by the 15th canon. ‘The adding to the num- 
ber of the occasions has been an unnecessary burthen on us; 
and besides, brings before our congregations the subjects of ap- 
propriate discourses, oftener than is for edification. In the re- 


striction to these days there is to be understood the exception of 


the annual meeting of the Diocesan Convention; when a minis- 
ter, already in Deacons’ Orders, by being suffered to avail him- 
self of the opportunity of his attendance, may be excused from 
an additional journey. It is on this principle, that there took 
place the ordination of this morning. 

In addition to my advance in years, my late danger and merci- 
ful preservation, ought to remind me, of the uncertainty of fu- 


ture opportunities of addressing this body, among whom [ have 


presided on forty annual occasions, previous to the present. The 
same considerations, impress me with gratitude for the opportuni- 
ty now permitted of delivering my well weighed opinion on a 
very important subject: and the reason of its being delivered in 
this form, is, that it may be entered on your journal. If it were 
only for the preventing of misapprehension of my sense of the 
subject when expressed in conversation, the intended explicit- 
ness would seem to me justifiable; although the principal motive 
is to transmit a caution, whatever may be the weight of it, against 
future danger of disorder: and it is a satisfaction to me to anti- 
cipate, that what is to be said will remain on record, when | shall 
be among you no longer. 
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The subject is an unauthorized ministry, on occasions for wor- 
ship, exterior to the appointments of the Church, and therefore 
erronéously supposed to render such ministry allowable. 

It would be incongruous, if, when, in such a variety of ways, 
men associate with views to philosophical, to commercial, and to 
agricultural objects, and to improvements in the various depart- 
ments of mechanical employment, religion only should be the 
field, from which there is to be banished mutual communication 
of counsels, originating in personal attachments, or in similarity 
of pursuits, or in any other causes which may prompt an inter- 
change of sentiment, in free and friendly conversation. Your 
Bishop would be misunderstood, if it should be thought, that any 
thing of this sort is intended to be censured by him: and much 
more, if he should be supposed to deny the right, or rather the 
duty, of every Cliristian, male or female, to give private counsel 
or instruction in the concerns of religion, to those who confide in 
his or her knowledge or experience. ' 

What is meant, are those assemblies, wherein others than an 
authorized ministry, are set to exercise themselves in publick in- 
struction and in prayer of their own suggestion or devising. Be- 
sides, that the irregularity of this is an unavoidable consequence 
from the provision of a form of admission to the ministry ; 
grounded, as we conceive, on directions given in the New Tes- 
tament; the practice is contrary to the 23d Article of our 
Church, which says—*“ it is not lawful for any man to take upon 
him the office of publick preaching, or ministering the sacra- 
ments in the congregation, before he be lawfully called, and sent 
to éxecute the same.”’ It would be an evasion, to restrict the 
sense of the article, to a Church consecrated or otherwise set 
apart: both the letter and the spirit of the provision applying to 
every case, in which people are congregated with a view to so- 
cial worship. 

The 19th canon has impliedly forbidden such exercises, to 
candidates for Holy Orders. ‘They are admitted to be lay read- 
ers, under the controul of the ecclesiastical authority ; but are 
not tolerated in the obtrusion either of prayers or of discourses 
of their own. If persons of this description, after having been 
presented to the Bishop by a constituted body, as, in their opin- 
ion, possessing qualifications for the ministry, are thus restricted 
in their administration ; it cannot be imagined, that every other 
individual is left to his own opinion of his sufficiency. 

The contemplated brevity, prevents the sustaining of the opin- 
ion by distinguished names, which might be mentioned. Were 
any brought forward, especial stress should be laid on the testi- 
monies of clergymen, who, having unguardedly given counte- 
nance to the irregularity, and having had sorrowful experience 
of its effects, have left lasting records of their disappointments. 
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Some instances of this, it is intended to attach as a note to the 
present address.* 


"The Rev. Devereux Jarratt was a clergyman of the Episcopal Church ; 
and held a parish in Virginia before and during the revolutionary war, which 
he survived. From having been eminently popular, and always preaching to 
crowded audiences, too large to be received within the walls of churches, he 
lived to see his usual number of hearers reduced to about one hundred and 
forty, and that of his communicants to about ten. He considered it as con- 
siderably owing to the countenance which had been given to the praying and 
the preaching of young men, of little knowledge and of great audacity, oper- 
ated on principally by pride. This is from his second letter to the Rev. John 
Coleman ; and published by him in a narrative of the life of Mr. Jarratt. 

The late Rev. Thomas Scott, the author of a Commentary on the Bible, 
has also given his experience, and that of the Rev. John Newton, his prede- 
cessor in the parish of Olney, in England, to the same effect. The following 
is from a recent life of Mr. Scott, published by his son the Rev. John Scott. 
Both Mr. Newton and the elder Mr. Scott, had given countenance to the as- 
sociations, found on experience to be detrimental. Of the species of religious 
exercises spoken of, Mr. Scott, the father, says, “ ‘Two or three effects were 
undeniable ; first, they proved hot-beds, on which superficial and discreditable 
preachers were hastily raised up; who, going forth on the Lord’s day to the 
neighbouring parishes, intercepted those who used to attend Mr. Newton. 
Secondly, Men were called to pray in publick, whose conduct afterwards 
brought a deep disgrace on the Gospel. Thirdly, They produced a captious, 
criticising, self-wise spirit, so that even Mr. Newton himself could seldom 
please them. Fourthly, They rendered the people so contemptuously indif- 
ferent to the worship of God and the Church, and many of them to any pub- 
lick worship in which they did not take a part, that I never before or since 
witnessed any thing like il.” There are other passages to the same effect. 
(pp. 306, 307.) 

it will not be irrelevant, although the matter to be related is extraneous to 
the Episcopal Church, to go so far back as to the account given by the Rey. 
Cotton Mather in his “ Magnalia,”’ of the early days of New England ; and 
to state an opinion recorded by him, concerning the beginning of the Ana- 
baptists as a distinct society. According to him, it was the result, on the one 
hand, of the little stress laid on learning by that description of people, and 
on the other, by an insuperable barrier in the want of it, among the Congre- 
gationalists, and, combining with these two circumstances, the permitted ex- 
ercise of an irregular ministry in private associations. ‘“‘ Yea, some observ- 
ed,” says Cotton Mather, “ that this thing’’—meaning the want of learning— 
“ was the real bottom of their eombining into a distinct society by them- 
selves, from divers parts of the colony ; these men having privately exercised 
their gifts in meetings with applause, began to think themselves wronged, 
that their light was put under a bushel; and finding no remedy in our 
Churches, they threw on a cloak of Anabaptism: and so, gained the thing 
they aimed at, ina disguise.” (Vol. 2. p. 460.) 

T'o this issue recorded by the historian of New England, there is a strong 
similarity in the case recited of Mr. Jarratt. Coincident with the decline of 
his popularity, there was in his neighbourhood a great increase of a Society, 
with whom, for admission to the ministry, very little learning was required. 
His gifted youths, as appears from the narrative, went off, and carried with 
them a great proportion of the people. 

The Episcopal Church, is at this time endeavouring to raise the literary 
reputation of bar ministry, by a systematick education in Theology. It is to 
be hoped, that no discouragement will be drawn from the facts now stated : 
but it is evident, that in proportion to her success on the one hand, and to 
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Confiding, brethren, that the proceedings of this Convention 
will be conducted with wisdom, and with a view to the glory of 
God; I conclude with assuring you of my co-operation in all 


measures tending to that end. WILLIAM WHITE. 


BISHOP MOORE’S VALEDICTORY ADDRESS 


Fo the Clergy of Virginia, at the close of the Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church of that State, Sunday evening, May 


29, 1825. 


Art the close of every session of the Convention, it has been 
our custom, my beloved brethren, to hover around the altar of 
the Lord Jesus; and while thus standing near the throne of our 
Almighty Parent, to take our leave of each other; and to suppli- 
cate God for a continuance of his blessing upon us; and upon 
the Church committed to our care. For this practice we have a 
precedent in the conduct of St. Paul, who, prior to his departure 


countenance given to an unauthorized ministry on the other, the danger hers 
recognized will be increased. 

It will be the greater, on account of the discouragement wisely given to an 
unauthorized ministry, by some non-Episcopal denominations, among the 
most respectable for their numbers, and for the weight of character of their 
clerical and other members. This may produce a preference of our pale, for 
no other reason than that of gratifying the wayward papery which has 
been the subject. (For such discountenance, see the Presbyterian Magazine, 
vol. 1. p. 229.) 

The present editor of that very ably conducted and very popular work, 
“ The Ehristian Observer,” is the Rev. Samuel Charles W ‘ike. It is not 
here known, that this reverend gentleman has ever been an encourager of an 
illegitimate ministry : but his strong testimony against it, in consideration of 
the weight of authority in the pen from which it comes, is here given. After 
expressing himself in favour of well constituted parochial societies ; and 
mentioning with applause certain societies formerly existing in England, and 
conducted agreeably to forms provided for them by some eminent clergymen 
of the establishment ; and after recommending great care in instituting and 
in superintending such societies, he adds—‘* Most persons, who are versed in 
the religious history of the last few years, can bear record, that the tendency 
to deterioration is more rapid in societies of this kind, than in almost any 
other. Self-conceit, ostentation, jealousy, party-spirit,a love of gossiping 
and interference, and sometimes perhaps detraction, and even worse evils, 
are too apt to insinuate themselves into friendly religious societies” This is 
from a treatise on “ Correlative Claims and Duties.’ ‘The present writer has 
not access to the work ; and has copied the above extract, to which similar 
matter from it might have been added, from “‘ The Gospel Advocate of Janu- 


ary last, edited at Boston.” 
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1825.] 


from Ephesus, called the Elders of the Church together, and im- 
parted to them his pastoral admonition. 

He first enjoined them to take heed to themselves. As stew- 
ards of the mysteries of Christ, entrusted with the dispensation of 
the Gospel, he entreated them to take heed to themselves—to 
take care of their own vineyard—to cultivate their own minds, 
and to watch over their own conduct. ‘This advice the apostle 
knew to be necessary, as it would have been unreasonable to 
suppose, that they would be watchful over others, whose zeal 
did not influence them to take a prudent care of*themselves. 

After having thus cautioned them against the neglect of their 
own heart, he told them to take heed to all the flock over which 
the Holy Ghost had made them overseers. As shepherds watch 
over their sheep, not only to prevent them from straying away, 
but also to lead them into good pastures; so the ministers of 
Ephesus were charged with the superintendence of the people. 
Take a constant care, exercise an unceasing vigilance over the 
spiritual concerns of the congregations committed to your charge, 
lest beasts of prey should seize and devour them—lest Satan and 
their own corruptions should alienate their affections from the 
Almighty, and sink them in eternal ruin. ‘* Watch ye in all 
things, endure afflictions, do the work of Evangelists, make proof 
of your ministry.” 

The concern with which you are entrusted, remember, breth- 
ren, is the Church of the living God, a Church purchased with 
the blood of Christ, a purchase, which exhausted the treasury of 
heaven, a purchase which cost the Son of God his life. a purchase 
which crimsoned Mount Calvary with blood, a purchase which 
angels witnessed, with drooping wings and throbbing hearts. 

The neglect of your duty would involve in it the greater guilt. 
Your neglect would amount to a contempt of that blood, with 
which the purchase of our salvation was made; and would stamp 
your characters with present disgrace, and consign you to eter- 
nal ruin. 

We are most assuredly to give an account of our stewardship. 
How dreadful will be the state of that clergyman, who, after 
having undertaken the superintendence of a congregation, with- 
holds his pastoral attention, and permits the people entrusted 
to his care, not only to wander from the path of duty, but to 
plunge into destruction. 

What wil! be bis situation at that moment, in which the angel 
shall swear, that time shal] be no more-—at that moment, when the 
earth and the sea shall give up their dead—at that moment, 
when every mortal from Adam to his last born son shall stand 
naked and defenceless before God. What, 1 ask you, will be 
the condition of a slothful, wicked clergyman, at that tremendous 
hour ? 
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See advancing before the tribunal of Heaven some unhappy sin- 
ner, who, when the sentence of condemnation shall be pronoun- 
ced, will charge the ruin of his soul to the man, to whose pastoral 
care he had been confided. Blessed Jesus! may the condemned 
sinner say, | acknowledge that have transgressed thy righteous 
laws; but oh, Merciful God! my earthly pastor led me astray. 
At the time in which I violated thy precepts, he proclaimed 
peace in my ears, and I believed his report. He sanctioned my 
aberrations by his own practices; and to him, in the face of an 
assembled universe, | charge the destruction of my precious soul. 
If misery will be the portion of every offender, my brethren! 
how aggravated will be the misery of a wicked clergyman, when 
sinners of a common description will call to the rocks to fall on 
them, a wicked clergyman will cry out in agony, mountains cover 
me from the presence of God. 

On the other hand, how transporting will be the situation of a 
watchful shepherd—a faithful minister of religion. At that hour 
in which the heavens will be rolled up like a scroll, and the ele- 
ments melt with fervent heat, a pious clergyman will arise from 
his tomb in peace and tranquillity. The happy spirit of some 
Immortal Being wiil proclaim him in the Courts of Heaven, as a 
man who had been faithful in the discharge of his duty. To him, 
Blessed Jesus, I acknowledge myself indebted for an acquaint- 
ance with divine things. He instructed me in my duty—he 
taught me how to pray—his holy life and conversation reflected 
light upon my path, and it is through his instrumentality that I 
found the ways of religion pleasantness, and all its paths the 
paths of peace. ‘To such a steward the Redeemer will gracious- 
ly say—*t Come thou, blessed of my father, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.” 

Several of you have just commenced your ministerial career. 
To you the path of pastoral duty, the labours and difficulties 
with which you will have to encounter are unknown. Put on, 
my beloved sons, | beseech you, put on the whole armour of 
God; for you will need that armour to defend you from the at- 
tacks of the powers of darkness. Depend not on your own 
strength; for if you do, you will find to your loss, that you. are 
trusting to a broken reed. Rely not on your own wisdom and 
knowledge ; for your duties are such as require the wisdom and 
the knowledge of Angels to enable you to perform them to ad- 
vantage. Ask wisdom of God to teach you. Seek spiritual 
strength from God fo sustain you. ‘“ Be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might.” 

eT’o be successful in the ministry of the Gospel, you must be 
in earnest. A soldier to be useful to his country, to arrive at 
eminence in his profession, must be devoted to his duty.~ A law- 
yer, provided he wishes to occupy high ground, must fix his eye 
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upon the utmost point of legal eminence, and surmount the most 
complicated difficulties to. obtain distinction~ A merchant who 
wishes to be at the head of the department in which he moves, 
must be a man of business and not of pleasure: a man of indus- 
try and not of indolence A clergyman, to be useful to his fel- 
low creatures, and acceptable to his Divine Master, must read, 
and mark, and learn the word of God. He must be always 
ready to perform his duty. It must be his meat and his drink to 
do the will of the Almighty.- When called upon for the dis- 
charge of pastoral duties, he must let his people see that it is his 
pleasnre to comply with all their reasonable demands, and that 
he derives enjoyment from the exercise of his office. 

Acting upon such principles, a clergyman will rise in the es- 
teem of God and man. A good understanding combined with 
prudence, will lead him from small things to great: and, like 
water, his merit will find its own level. Press forward then to- 
ward the mark, for the prize of your high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus, Take a bold stand upon the mount of virtue, and keep it. 
Be contented with nothing less than ministerial fidelity. A drone, 
remember, is a useless animal ; an indolent clergyman is worse 
than useless; he is the destroyer of souls. 

Finally, my sons, strive to advance the eternal interests of 
those committed to your care—spread these events before the 
throne of Almighty God, and plead with Heaven in their behalf. 
Visit as much as is compatible with your duty, the waste places 
of Zion, and endeavour to raise from their ruins our dilapidated 
Churches. The time is very short. Death is at the door. We 
have not one moment to lose. Live, I beseech you, live near to 
God. Live as you would wish you had lived, when you come to 
die. Be faithful unto death, and should we never meet again in 
this world, I trust we shall meet in Heaven. May the Almighty 
take you into his holy keeping, guide you by his counsel, and at 
last receive you into glory. 


BISHOP CHASE’S ADDRESS 
To the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, held at Zanes- 
ville, on the first, second, and third days of June, 1825. 


Breturen of the Clergy and Laity,—In the accomplishment of 
any great design, there are many previous points to be gained; 
and although, as in surmounting the Alps, we may felicitate our- 
selves, and praise God most devoutly that we have succeeded io 
ascending one steep, yet even this rejoicing seems intended to 
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prepare us with courage to overcome fresh difficulties, which, 
one after another, rise still higher and higher in our view. 

I introduce my address to you, my brethren, on the subject of 
our Seminary, by this remark, with the triple intention that we 
may be excited to gratitude for past mercies; be apprized that 
difficulties still exist, and animated with holy courage to over- 
come them,—Of these each a little in its place. 

Of past mercies, I told you something when we last met. 
Since that time I have been certified through numerous and most 
respectable channels, that the cause of our Seminary set forth in 
** the appeal in behalf of the Diocese of Ohio,” has continued to 
gain ground in the best affections of our English friends Con- 
siderable accessions to the fund have been made, and the spirit 
of good will and Christian fellowship, which it was our object 
always to promote, was daily increasing. Scarcely a post has 
past without bringing some good tidings of great joy to our 
infant Seminary. ‘The most encouraging words and deeds have 
been recited to me in letters from persons most eminent for pri- 
vate virtue and publick station. Would that their loved and res- 
pected names could be here recited! But you know them, and 
will embalm their kindness in your memories 

Aware that the sum already raised is short of what it would 

have been but for some events which took place to stop the 
flow of British kindness, our friends in England, deeply sensible 
of the importance of our plan of founding a Christian college, 
containing all the means of full instruction for the Gospel minis- 
try, have given me good assurance that while our funds are ac- 
cumulating both from their own interest and additional contribu- 
tions, we shall receive at least what would equal their annual 
interest, in separate benefactions meant for current use. 
_ As to the remaining difficulties, there are none greater, we 
trust, than such as may arise from honest differences of opinion, 
and which, being discussed with a Christian spirit, we hope soon 
will vanish. 

To determine the great question where our seminary is to be 
established, | always considered as 2 right belonging to the Con- 
vention: for by that body, I understand, an assembly of men act- 
ing in the fear of God for the Diocese in general ; free from pre- 
judice, partial views and local interests—in short, an assemblage 
of the wisdom of the whole Diocese—of the Bishop—of the Cler- 
gy—and of the Laity. As an integral part, therefore, of this 
body, | have thought it my duty to give this subject all the in- 
vestigation and deliberation in my power; the result of which 
the same sense of duty now compels me to lay before you. 

Before we enter on the consideration of any particular place, 
the proposals for the Seminary divide themselves into two classes, 
viz. those for town, and those for country places. Having come 
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to this question with an unbiassed mind, I have, it is believed, 
investigated without prejudice, both these classes of proposals, 
and am fully of opinion that the latter has the preference, and 
for the following reasons : 

1. In the country we can have the choice of a site most eligi- 
ble for health, which is not always the case of our towns, as ex- 
perience abundantly proves. 

2, Wherever in the country our Seminary is placed, the lands 
for many miles around will greatly increase in value; and if they 
should be in a state of nature, that increase, in the opinion of 
good judges, would be more than doubled. Should, therefore, 
the Seminary, by gift or otherwise, (previously to the determina- 
tion to fix absolute on any place) be certain of being the possess- 
or of some thousands of acres of the surrounding country, how 
surely and how innocently, yea, how justly might it share in the 
gains of which itself would thus be the parent. Count these 
gains, and on the most moderate scale contrast them with the 
highest offer which any town will make, and the preference of 
fixing our Seminary in the country will be apparent. I have 
done so, and am satisfied: do so yourselyes, and | trust you will 
be of my opinion. Suppose four thousand acres were given us, 
and by purchase we became owners of four thousand acres more. 
If the Seminary were established on them, the former of these 
would now be worth $20,000, and the latter, after deducting the 
price of their purchase, would amount to $15,000; and a few 
years would see these lands doubled even in this valuation. If 
this computation be doubted, let it be distinctly known that there 
are persons who (if these Jands with the Seminary established 
ihereon, were conveyed to them for the right of leasing and 
selling the same under whatever reasonable resirictions, to se- 
cure the morality of the inhabitants, the ‘Trustees may require) 
would become obligated to pay the interest of that sum, viz: 
$1,800 annually forever. This it should seem, stamps validity 
on our plans, and puts their practicability beyond a doubt. 

3. By placing our Seminary on lands of which itself is the 
owner for some distance round, we might possess, and, if we 
chose, we might exercise a power as effectual as salutary—a 
power, by right of soil, to prevent the evils which otherwise 
often the best of collegiate laws cannot cure. 

Such is the nature of our civil government, that it must be em- 
ployed rather in punishing than in preventing vice. Thus, of ne- 
cessity, the woe falls more on the seduced than on the seducer. 
The tempted is punished, while the tempter often, too often, escapes 
unhurt. In Schools and Colleges placed in cities, and receiving 
students from abroad, these evils are most alarmingly apparent. 
Young men are often disgraced by punishment, and sometimes 
ruined by expulsion; whilst when compared with their seducers, 
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they are innocent—and those who enticed them from the paths 
of rectitude chiefly ought to suffer. 

There is a time in youth when the body, not the mind, has at- 
tained maturity—a time, when amid the storms of passion, rea- 
son’s feeble voice is scarcely heard—a time when inexperience 
blinds the eye, and pleasure like an opiate lulls the conscience 
fatally to sleep—a time when the paths of sin, though they end 
in death, are by the arts of Satan strewed with flowers—a time 
when all restraint, though imposed by mercy’s self, seems hard 
and galling ;--there is in youth a time like this, and this is that 
which is commonly spent at College, when for the want of 
means to prevent temptation, they are most exposed to the se- 
ducements of wicked and designing persons. This is so true and 
so frequent, that through a life of halt a century, and for the 
greater part of this spent in being taught or in teaching others, 
there has been no one subject on which my mind has dwelt with 
deeper and more melancholy regret than this, viz.—that there 
were not in our Seminaries of learning some way invented, or 
some power reserved, by which the temptation might be sup- 
pressed; and thus the crime prevented, or at least the tempter, 
for example’s sake, more severely punished ;—some way, 1 say, 
by which our youth, when removed from the guardian eye of 
their parents, might contend with vice on more equal terms— 
might be taught, at least, the use of weapons of self-defence, 
before they are brought, as in our city Colleges, to contend nn- 
armed with the worst enemies of their happiness—those who 
find it their interest or malicious pleasure, to seduce them from 
their studies into vice and dissipation. And here—may God be 
praised both for the suggestion and the way to accomplish it— 
this much desired means of preventing evils which no collegiate 
laws can cure (till that cure come too late,) is now before you. 
Put your Seminary on your own domain ; be owners of the sotl on 
which you dwell, and let the tenure of every lease and deed depend 
on the expressed condition, that nothing detrimental to the morals 
and studies of youth be ailowed on the premises. This condition, 
while it secures good men for the first settlers, will ensure them 
such forever; and in so doing, will close up the greatest, widest, 
and most fatal avenues to vice. 

This expedient is so beneficial that it finds a friend in every 
parent’s bosom: and it is so practicable, that the wonder is not at 
its intricate nature, but that, in a country like ours, it has not 
been before adopted. It is an expedient which embraces so ef- 
fectually the vital interests of our Seminary, as singly and of it- 
self to extinguish all objections. We, therefore, might spare 
ourselves the pains to state them; for were they ever so numer- 
ous, and with ever so much plausibility urged against us, this 
one feature of our plan would, like Aaron’s rod, devour and de- 
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But however convincing may be our reasons for fixing on a 
country place as the site of our Seminary, yet there are some 
objections which, though.of minor consideration, seem to be 
urged with so much candour and simplicity, as to deserve an an- 
swer. 

It is said that there are manifold difficulties in opening a new 
country, and that these will retard the cperation of our Semi- 
nary. 

We answer, that however great the difficulties, the object we 
have in view is still greater; and to minds bent upon doing the 
will of their Master, these difficulties will but add fuel to the 
flame of desire to accomplish it, to the glory of God and the 
good of posterity. Besides, if those who will have to encounter 
these difficulties do not complain, others, it might reasonably be 
supposed, would be silent. As to retarding the operations of our 
Seminary, we believe our plan will have an effect immediately 
and directly contrary. 

{t is understood that our Seminary is to go into operation in 
the house and on the place of my present residence near Wor- 
thington, Franklin county, immediately after the rising of the 
present Convention. If the buildings there should prove insuffi- 
cient to accommodate the students, others of a temporary nature 
might be erected, or houses hired in the neighbourhood. Here 
the Seminary in all its branches, from the grammar school through 
all the courses of collegiate instruction to those of theology, as 
required by our Canons, might proceed ; and while this is doing, 
and perhaps as prosperously doing as if our conveniences were 
still greater, will it be an appalling and disheartening circum- 
stance that such a plan as this is in operation tor the future ben- 
efit of the Charch? Will the consideration that we have an am- 
ple domain under the specified salutary regulations on which our 
lands are clearing and buildings erecting, and to which are draw- 
ing the best feelings and wishes of our country as to a centre of 
hope and promise—will this retard the present operations of our 
Seminary? Will this discourage the young men whose names 
are first enrolled on the pages of its records? On the contrary, 
the prospect of the future utility, greatness and glory of our In- 
stitution founded under such auspices as these, will, it should 
seem, unite all hearts and animate all endeavours to build up its 
walls and adorn its palaces. By giving this firmness, though but 
in a apy to its foundation, and by thus exhibiting its future 
strength to publick view, more courage even for the present will 
be inspired—more strength will be exercised in removing even 
present difficulties. For who does not know that man’s present 
endeavours are in proportion to his future hopes ? 

If I were to judge in this matter from my present feelings, and 
if it were proper to express them here, I should be compelled te 
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declare my great dislike to the contining of our views within the 
contracted sphere marked out by some for a city Seminary; and 
that both my judgment and my feelings accord with the expressed 
opinion of benefactors in England, | myself am witness and here 
do testify. 

If from general principles we now descend to particulars, and 
ask where are the places which hold out facilities to carry this 
our favourite plan into full effect, I answer, as is known to many, 
they are more than one; and may be found in still greater num- 
bers. Let it be known that this institution may be established on 
any eligible grounds within such or such circumference of the 
centre of the Diocese, and let that ground be specified by the 
proper authority, and there is no doubi of our receiving the most 
liberal offers. Among those of this nature which, since the meet- 
ing of our last Convention, have arrested my attention, is a muni- 
ficent donation of 1000 acres of land, on Alum creek, about 12 
miles north of Columbus. This was made by Mrs. Betsey Reed, 
of Putnam, near Zanesville. ‘The promise of a deed of the same 
being put at my disposal, either for the Bishop’s fund or the 
Theological Seminary, and thus the Church, in any event, being 
certain of the land, I caused it to be surveyed, and a site for our 
Seminary (should the Convention think proper to establish it 
thereon) to be selected—eleven acres to be cleared and fenced— 
seed to be sown, and a house, though of unhewn logs, to be erec- 
ted and covered, (24 by 36 feet, including galleries,) and the 
floors to be laid. 

This site may not be superior to others which may be hereaf- 
ter offered; but it is such as has pleased me and all who have 
examined it. Elevated on a gradual rise of 150 feet above the 
water of the creek, in the distance, west, of about 80 perches, 
the grounds command a view three different ways of many miles, 
while the country is dry, undulating and fertile all around. These 
are the grounds, which, through means purely providential, have 
been thrown upon your notice, and these their qualities courting 
your acceptance. But by no means would | urge you to receive 
them if they be not accompanied by other offers from neighbour- 
ing landholders, which it is so much their interest to make. It 
woald be a deed so manifestly unreasonable for our Seminary to 
enrich a neighbouring landlord, by more than doubling the value 
of his estate, while he withholds all contributions to the same— 
that rather than submit to such imposition, my predilections in 
favour of the site selected, would vanish, and my mind be open 
to similar offers from other places. 

And lest my proceedings should be in any wise construed into 
a semblance of a pledge of myself or the Convention, to fix our 
Seminary on the proposed ground, all that has been done has 
been at my own expense, and on my own responsibility. The 
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jabour which was given ona part of three days, was a ‘gratuity by 
the neighbours, to bring the place and plan into notice; and was 
performed under the repeated assurance that on their part it was 
a risk—a voluntary gift, under the contingency of the approba- 
tion of the Convention. 

Thus, as was my duty, have 1 laid both my sentiments and ac- 
tions touching our Seminary. before this Convention. If you, my 
brethren, interpret them as favourably as my endeavours have 
been done sincerely to secure ‘the best interests of the Church, 
I shall be most ‘happy. 

Having thus tried, by the grace of God, to do my duty in this 
important matter, am I not commanded by my station, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to tell you what is yours? Act 
then solely for the good of the Seminary, and however you may 
wish it were ‘consistent with that good, that the same were placed 
at your own doors respectively—yet remember that God willeth 
that, in deliberating on this subject, you lay aside all sectional, 
partial, and self-interested views. ‘he nature of the funds of 
which you are now to dispose—given in a foreign land, from the 
purest motives of Christian love, and confided to your disposal 
with a magnanimity worthy of apostolick days, seems to call on 
you as God once called on Moses, for more than ordinary con- 
sideration—* Pull off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground”—yes, beyond dispute, too 
holy to entertain any sentiments other than those of zeal and 
unanimity in pursuit of the one great design which gave birth to 
all our efforts, viz: that of founding and erecting a Seminary, 
not for the aggrandizement of any city, town, or village, but for 
the general encouragement of religion and learning, in the edu- 
cation of pious young men for the Christian ministry. 

It behoves me now to speak of the employment of my own 
time, and the discharge of my official duties —Several causes 
have prevented me from making any distant visitations since No- 
vember. The usual badness of the roads during the winter and 
spring months, would have made distant appointments quite un- 
certain.—A long absence from my family had introduced derange- 
ments and necessities which required my presence for some 
months to regulate. The interests of our Institution also re- 
quired that [ should be at home to examine in the vicinity of 
the centre of the State, the proper sites for its establishment, 
and to collect and superintend a few students with whom to com- 
mence operations when our Seminary shali be regularly open- 
ed.—These reasons, together with a great desire to promote the 
religious interests of a few parishes around me, in which I have 
coustantly officiated as a parochial clergyman, have prevented 
any distant visitations. 

It is one. among the most pleasing incidents which I have te 
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relate, that on the first day of May, I conducted the solemnities 
of laying the corner stone of St. Peter’s Church, in Delaware. 
It will be a neat edifice entirely of stone, 40 feet in length. with 
a steeple of 16 feet, (breadth of both in proportion) built after a 
Gothick model, kindly presented to me by Mr. Wilson, of Iberry 
House, near London. Of the £100 sterling given me by the 
Right Hon. Countess Dowager of Rosse, for the express purpose 
of assisting in the erection of a few country chapels, I have pro- 
mised this parish $100, provided the church be finished this year, 
and on these terms I have no doubt of their gratefully receiving 
the money. 

The Rev. Ezra B. Kellogg, who, tee bis many virtues and great 
usefulness in the Church is much esteemed, and whose absence 
from this Convention I deeply deplore, has gone, on account of 
his health, with his family to the eastward. He told me, when 
parting, that he might retarn, but his extreme ill health render- 
ed it somewhat uncertain. Under this most afflicting dispensa- 
tion, I can only look up to God and say, thy will be done. 

At the special and very satisfactory recommendation of the 
Rev. Mr. Ward, and the Rev. Dr. Chapman, of Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, I have removed the suspension from the Rev. Joab Coop- 
er, and restored him to full standing in the Christian min- 
istry. 

Confirmations have been held in the following places: Chilli- 
cothe, Worthington, Delaware, and Zanesville. 

With regard to our affairs in England, it becomes my duty to 
state, that besides the permanent fund, now rising of 5000 gui- 
neas, there remained at the last advices, a large collection of 
books, still in London, given by different most benevolent indi- 
viduals: also the stereotype plates for our Prayer Book, anda 
separate fund for a most complete set of printing types to carry 
into effect an essential part of our plan. Of the books given in 
England, already arrived in America, some, together with 112 
pair of blankets, a large pair of globes, and a set of mathematical 
instruments, are on their way from New York hither. 

The books from England, already come to hand and now em- 
bodied in the Library, are 436. These, added to what we had 
before, (about 700 volumes,) and to what are still in London for 
us, will cause our hearts to sing for joy ; for a better selection, 
both for piety and sound learning, is scarcely to be found. Be- 
sides the books enumerated already in our Library, there were 
many duplicates to be distributed among our clergy and infant 
parishes. A whole box of these, consisting of many hundreds, 
principally of publications by that most estimable society for pro- 
moting Christian knowledge, was the gift of one to whom we are 
already so much indebted, and whose name we shall neyer men- 
tion but with blessings, the Right Hon, Lady Countess Dowager 
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I have now, my brethren, after a very imperfect manner, 
brought my address nearly to a close. During the course of this 
duty, my mind has undergone a painful restraint, from which I 
rejoice to be set free, though but for a moment. 

| have been, through necessity, speaking solely of outward 
things; let us now speak of those things which concern the heart 
and the spirit; | mean our prayers to God for his blessing on all 
we do. Pray ye then for the good of our loved Zion. ‘Till 
very lately, a cloud, dark and heavy, bung over her infant head ; 
and even now, tne light which, by God’s mercy, has broken in 
upon us from the east, serves but to discover how weak we are ; 
and though on the bosom of the tempest which surrounds us, 
British benevolence has painted the rainbow of hope, yet that 
hope must be cherished with faith, and that faith must live by 
the breath of prayer. O pray we, then, to Him who ordereth 
the storm for our trial, and sendeth the rain for our comfort. 
Though in ruins, cast us not off forever, O God of mercy. Raise 
up thy power and come amongst us: Lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon us, and give us peace, both now and ever- 


more.—.4dmen. 
PHILANDER CHASE. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


A CONSIDERATION OF SOME POPULAR OBJECTIONS TO THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


No. Ll. 


One of the most frequent objections with which Episcopalians 
are assailed, by the ignorant and the prejudiced, arises from the 
supposed tyranny of their government. ‘The order of Bishops 
is said to be an infringement upon the rights of the people, and 
their power is considered incompatible with the enjoyment of 
that liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free. But nothing 
can be more evident than the fact, that in every society, existing 
in a known and definite form, and intended to be permanent, 
there must be authority on the part of some, and, of necessity, 
subjection on the part of others. And the question in regard to 
ecclesiastical discipline is, not what we may deem suitable to 
our characters and condition,—not what our education and asso- 
ciations may the most strongly recommend to us, but what is the 
system which Jesus Christ and his apostles have prescribed and 
sanctioned, and which the Church in its purest ages has receiy- 
ed. If this be found, upon a diligent examination, to embrace 
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Episcopacy, we are permitted:no farther argument upon the sub- 
ject, and it ill becomes any one to censure and condemn. the or- 
der that we maintain, by “speaking evil of its dignities,” mere- 
ly because he imagines that their controul' may involve oppres- 
sion, when he has never inquired into the reasons which are ad- 
vanced in support of their office and authority. 

It is not, however, true, that, in the Church, the power of 
Bishops is, in any respect, prejudicial to the interests of the peo- 
ple, by imposing upon them, as has so often been pretended, an 
unauthorized spiritual tyranny. If, indeed, such were the case, 
who would be so likely to complain as the members of our own 
communion?» And as they express no dissatisfaction, what confi- 
dence can be placed in the unfounded assertions of our adversa- 
ries? Those who belong to the Episcopal Church. know very 
well that Bishops neither do, nor can, oppress in any way, the 
Lord’s heritage, and it would, at least, be a token of civility on 
the part of our opponents, if they would permit our experience 
to be of equal weight with their conjectures. It may be suspect- 
ed, also, that if any thing Jike a religious despotism is to be ap- 
prehended in this country, there is rather more ground of fear 
in the conduct of some other denominations than in our own. 

A fourth objection which is brought, in the nature of a charge 
against the Church, is, that the Gospel is not preached by its 
ministers. They are accused of denying or passing over the 
great doctrines of grace, and of confining their discourses to the 
illustration and enforcement of the moral duties of life. It is 
not, however, a subject of complaint or censure that the practice 
of Episcopalians is too much in conformity with the precepts of 


the Gospel, although it might naturally be supposed that an ex- 


cess of moral conduct would as well prevail under exclusive mor- 
al preaching, as an excess of faith where doctrines chiefly were 
discussed ; and that the objection urged against the preacher 
would lose none of its force in application to the hearers. If it 
be meant that the ministers of the Church do not enlist them- 
selves under some noted leader of a party; that they do not 
weary and confuse the minds of their people by dwelling upon 
the peculiarities. of Calvinism, it is probable that they will con- 
fess themselves guilty; but if it be intended, in the objection be- 
fore named, to convey the idea that they do not, with all plain- 
ness and sincerity, point out the way of salvation throvgh the 
merits of a crucified Redeemer, and lay before those to whom 
they are sent the fulness of the gospel dispensation, they must 
be vindicated from the illiberal aspersion. But it may well be 
asked, in what manner do those who seldom or never attend the 
publick exercises of our Church (and these are the persons who 
are most prone to the slander) become acquainted with the gen- 
eral course and subjects of the preaching? If they receive their 
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information from others, have they not reason to suspect the 
correctness of their knowledge when they are assured by actual 
and constant hearers, that the particulars of Christian faith as 
well as practice, are continually and seriously enforced by Epis- 
copal clergymen? It is true that they frequently point out the 
importance of a conscientious discharge of moral duties in the 
several relations of life, and this is indeed required, in almost 
every part of the Gospel. But do they not, also, speak of the 
fall and consequent depravity of man? Is not the’ salvation, 
purchased by the biood of Jesus Christ, a common and an impres- 
sive theme of their discourses? Do they not insist upon the ne- 
cessity of a renewal from sin to holiness by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, in order to our acceptance with God and the inheri- 
tance of eternal life in his kingdom? And is it not their uniform 
object, in imitation of their divine Master, to strengthen the 
weak, to alarm the thoughtiess, to encourage and console the 
desponding, and to confirm the righteous? In fine, from what 
body of Christians have proceeded so great a number of evan- 
gelical sermons and essays, made publick to the world, and in the 
highest degree calculated to advance the cause of piety and true 
holiness, as from the ministers of the Episcopal Church? With 
what truth or fairness then, can it be said that they do not preach. 
the Gospel? Let the fuith of their hearers be in conformity to 
their instructiens, and it is believed that “*He who seeth not as 
man seeth,” will not be unwilling to own them as his servants. 
‘in the day when he maketh up his jewels.” S 


_—_— OS 


REMARKS ON CONFORMITY TO THE CHURCH, 
BY BISHOP GRISWOLD. 


Ir the discipline and order of our Church be wholesome and 
according to apostolick usage, let them be enforced and regarded 
with energy and care. If our worship and liturgy preserve in 
expression that pure spirit of a lively faith; that fervent piety 
and rational devotion which so eminently distinguish the language 
of the inspired writings, let us adhere to those standards ; let us 
be punctual in our attendance on all the services of the sanctua- 
ry; being careful above all things, that the fervour and affection 
of our hearts correspond with the offering of our lips. Do we, 
brethren, as we ought, avail ourselves of these excellent guides? 
They contain the concentered wisdom and piety of ages; they 
have been matured and confirmed by the experience of antiqui- 
ty ; sanctioned and sealed by the faith of millions and the blood 
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of martyrs. Our prosperity and usefulness, as a Church of 
Christ, and as members of the community, must depend, under 
Goi, upon our union; and this on our steadfast adherence to our 
established order and worship. Our Rules and Canons give suth- 
cient scope for the most ardent piety and active zeal. For 
though it may seem, in some things, and on some occasions, that 
devotion would be excited, or the interest of religion promoted 
by a departure trom them; it is certain that no advantages de- 
rived from such irregularity will countervail its inconvenience, 
and its many evils. Let us first and faithfully perform the duties 
which the Church requires of its members, and we shall not be 
unfaithful to our divine Master. 


ON WORSHIPPING THE SON AND HOLY GHOST. 


Curistianity is to be considered in a further view, as contain- 
ing an account of a dispensation of things not at all discoverable 
by reason, in consequence of which several distinct precepts are 
enjoined us. Christianity is not only an external institution of 
natural religion, and a new promulgation of God’s general provi- 
dence, as righteous governour and judge of the world, but it 
contains also a revelation of a particular dispensation of provi- 
dence, carrying on by his Son and Spirit, for the recovery and 
salvation of mankind, who are represented in Scripture to be in 
a state of ruin. And in consequence of this revelation being 
made, we are commanded to be buptized, not only in the name of 
the Father, but also of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; and other 
obligations of duty, unknown before, to the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, are revealed. Now the importance of these duties may 
be judged of, by observing that they arise, not from positive com- 
mand merely, but also from the offices which appear from Scrip- 
ture, to belong to those divine persons in the gospel dispensation; 
or from the relations which we are there informed they stand in 
to us. By reason is revealed the relation which God the Fa- 
ther stands in to us. Hence arises the obligation of duty which 
we are undertohim. In Scripture are revealed the relations 
which the Son and Holy Spirit stand in to us. Hence arise the 
obligations of duty which we are under to them. The truth of 
the case, as one may speak, in each of these three respects be- 
ing admitted; that God is the governour of the world, upon the 
evidence of reason —that Christ is the mediator between God and 
man, and the Holy Ghost our guide and sanctifier, upon the evi- 
dence of revelation ; the truth of the case, I say, in each of these 
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respects being admitted, it is no more a question, why it should 
be commanded that we be baptized in the name of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost, than that we be baptized in the name of the 
Father. This matter seems to require to be more fully stated.* 

Let it be remembered then that religion comes under the two- 
fold consideration of internal and external; for the latter is as 
real a part of religion, of true religion, as the former. Now 
when religion is considered under the first notion, as an inward 
principle, to be exerted in such and such inward acts of the 
mind and heart, the essence of natural religion may be said to 
consist in religious regards to God the Father Almighty ; and the 
essence of revealed religion, as distinguished from natural, to 
consist in religious regards to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
And the obligation we are under, of paying these religion’ re- 
gacds to each ofthese divine persons respectively, arises trom the 
respective relations which they each stand in tous. How these 
relations are made known, whether by reason or revelation, 
makes no alteration in the case ; because the duties arise out of 
the relations themselves, not out of the manner in which we are 
informed of them. The Son and Spirit have each his proper 
office, in that great dispensation of Providence, the redemption 
of the world; the one our mediator, the other our sanctifier. 
Does not then the duty of religious regards to both these divine 
persons as immediately arise, to the view of reason, out of the 
very nature of these offices and relations, as the inward good 
will and kind intention, which we owe to our fellow creatures, 
arises out of the common relations between us and them? But 
it will be asked, “ what are the inward religious regards, appear- 
ing thus obviously due to the Son and Holy Spirit, as arising, not 
merely from command in Scripture, but from the very nature of 
the revealed relations which they stand in to us?” I answer— 
the religious regards of reverence, honour, love, trust, grati- 
tude, fear, hope. In what external manner this inward worship 
is to be expressed, is a matter of pure revealed command, as 
perhaps the external manner in which God the Father is to be 
worshipped, may be more so than we are ready to think; but 
the worship, the internal worship itself, to the Son and Holy 
Ghost, is no farther matter of pure revealed command, than as 
the relations they stand in to us are matter of pure revelation ; 
for the relations being known, the obligations to such internal 
worship are obligations of reason, arising out of those relations 
themselves. In short, the history of the Gospel as immediately 
shews us the reason of these obligations, as it shews us the mean- 
ing of the words Son and Holy Ghost.—Builer’s Analogy. 


* See, The Nature, Obligation and Efficacy of the Christian Sacraments, 
&e. and Colliber of Revealed Religion, as there quoted. 
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NEW FAMILY BIBLE. 


Messrs. T. & J. Swords of New 
York, to whom the American Church 
has been repeatedly indebted for valu- 
able Publications, have just comple- 
ted an edition of the Holy Scriptures 
of which the following is a 

RECOMMENDATION. 


Entertaining the opinion, that al- 
though there are very learned and 
rofitable Commentaries on the Bible, 

y divines of the Church of England 
of former ages, theré is required a 
Commentary of modern date, accom- 
modated to existing circumstances and 
the state of the publick mind; we re- 
commend, as suited to the present 
wants of the Church, the lately -edit- 
ed Family Bible of Drs. D’Oyly and 
Mant. It has been published in Eng- 
and, under the patronage of the So- 
ciety for Promoting Christian Knowl- 
edge ; and is now in the —— of 
repwhlication, under the direction of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, of 
New York. What especially recom- 
mends this work, is its comprehend- 
ing of remarks from the works of sun- 
dry of the ablest divines of the Church 
of England, of different dates. From 
‘the parts which we have seen of the 
commentary of Drs. D’Oyly and 
Mant, and from the expectation which 
we entertain, that the parts yet to be 
printed will be equal to what has al- 
ready appeared, we declare our ap- 

robation of the work, and our wishes 
for its success. 

Wittiam Wairs, Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of Pennsylvania ; Jawes Kemp, 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the State of Maryland ; 
Joun Croes, Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of New 
Jersey ; Natuaxirr. Bowen, Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the State of South Carolina; T.C. 
Browne Lt, Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of Con- 
necticut; Ricaarp C. Moore, Bish- 
op of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the State of Virginia; Joun &. 





RAvENscRorT, Fisher of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in the State of 
North Carolina. 





WHELPLEY'S COMPEND OF HISTORY. 


Messrs. Richardson & Lord of this 
city have just published the 8th edition 
of this popular and interesting work, 
being greatly improved by the Rev. 
Joseru Emerson, A. M. Principal of 
the Female Seminary at Weathers- 
field, Con. The Editor has added to 
this edition about one third more mat- 
ter than is contained in preceding 
ones, and the volume is enriched with 
numerous beautiful historical engrav- 
ings. It gives us much pleasure to 
announce to our readers a work of so 
much merit, and we hope the enter- 
prising publishers will be duly reward- 
ed for their contimued efforts to fur- 
nish our youth with books well calcu- 
lated for the purposes of education. 





INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 


Major Denham and Lieut. Clapper- 
ton, survivors of the expedition fitted 
out for the interior of Africa, in 1821, 
by the ~~ of Tripoli and Fezzan, 
arrived in Paris on the 2}st of May, 
on their return to England. The re- 
sults of this perilous attempt are said 
to be of the highest importance, both 
with regard to settling many interest- 
ing points in the geography of that 
hitherto imperfectly known continent, 
and the state of civilization in which 
they found the natives of several pop- 
ulous kingdoms, inhabiting walled 
towns and cities, actually situated 
where the present maps of Africa 
represent immense deserts. All their 
papers and collections have arrived in 
safety. 

Lieut. Clapperton had the good for- 
tune to discover the Journal, or part 
of the Journal kept by Mungo Park, 
when he last attempted to visit the 
source of the Niger. ‘“ How this trea- 
sure was obtained,” says an English 
paper, “ we have not heard; but if 
we are correctly informed, the MS. 
has been preserved with care, proba- 
bly by those who were ignorant of its 
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value, and who it is to be feared, by 
their culpable rapacity, or murderous 
resentment, prevented the author from 
bringing it to that conclusion which 
he contemplated, and which science 
designed. A relick so interesting will 
be regarded with no common anxie- 
ty ; and we trust little time will elapse 
before every thing which the gallant 
Lieutenant may have learned relative 
to his daring predecessor, will be pub- 
lished.” 

The preservation of the MS. unin- 
jured during so long a period is not at 
all surprizing, for it is well known 
that Mahometans hold to a supersti- 
tious notion which prevents them 
trom destroying papers. 





SCHOOLS IN GREECE. 


By our late Magazines from Lona- 
don we learn that the British Foreign 
School Society have taken up the sub- 
ject of education in Greece with much 
spirit. The Scciety have eleven Gre- 
cian youths to educate and prepare to 
return as instructers. Of these, two 
have already completed their educa- 
tion, and one of them has returned 
with a benevolent English gentleman 
who has gone to establish a school in 
the Capital of Greece on the British 
system. The Society contemplates 
establishing schools in all the princi- 
pal towns of that suffering country, 
and has issued a circular inviting the 
British publick to aid them in funds. 
They have opened a correspondence 
with the Government of Greece, and 
their proposal has been received with 
great cordiality. The Bry al- 
ready printed portions of Scripture 
for their schools in modern Greek, 
and propose as soon as their funds 
will allow, to print a variety of school 
books. We cannot believe a plan so 
beneficial to the interesting country of 
Greece, and proposed by so respecta- 
ble and efficient society as is this, will 
long need funds to aid them in their 
truly benevolent undertaking. 

Rec. & Tel. 





NUMBER OF AMERICAN WORKS PUB- 
LISHED DURING THE LAST QUARTER. 

In the last six numbers of this Ga- 
zette, embracing a period of three 
months, we have collected and pub- 
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lished the titles of one hundred and 
eighty-five new American works, in- 
cluding pamphlets and periodicals, 
which have issued from the different 
presses in the United States during 
that time. Nine of them are works 
of two volumes each, making, in all, 
one hundred and ninety-four volumes. 
A goodly portion of them, however, 
are twelve and a half cent pamphlets, 
of which our authors and presses seem 
abundantly prolifick. Inthe same 
numbers, we have published the titles 
of fifty foreign works, making sixty- 
nine volumes, which have been re- 
printed in this country during the 
same time. The whdlé number of 


_ volumes, therefore, foreign and do- 


mestick, which have issued from our 

resses, during the last three months, 
is two hundred and sixty-three. Prob- 
ably many works have been publish- 
ed, which have not reached us, but we 
think this is as complete a list as can 
be found in any journal in the coun- 
try for the same time.—U. S. Lit. Gaz. 





WRITING ON BOARDS COVERED WITH 
» SAND. 


We learn, on the authority of the 
London Literary Gazette, that the 
Counsellor Slooisoff, in a tour of in- 
x aayaese which he recently made in 
the countries beyond the lake Baikal 
in Siberia, having occasion to explain 
to the elders of the tribes of Bouriaa- 
tes on the banks of the Salenga the 
most simple mode of teaching the 
children to write, was much surprised 
to learn from them, that their Lamas 
were in the habit of using boards cov- 
ered with sand in teaching arithme- 
tick to their pupils, and that this 
method had been borrowed from Thi- 
bet. Bell and Lancaster have hither- 
to claimed and received the honour of 
being the first to use these means for 
teaching writing.—Ib. 





REV. MR. STRONG’S SERMON. 

A Sermon preached in St. Paul’s 
Church, Boston, before the Massachu- 
setts Episcopal Missionary Society, 
June 15, 1825, by the Rev. T. Strong, 
A. M., Rector of St. James’ Church, 
Greenfield, has been published from 
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the press of the North American Re- 
view. The Rev. author is well known 
to most of our readers ; and, we give 
the following Extracis, presuming 
they will furnish a greater induce- 
ment to purchase and read the sermon 
entire, than any recommendation of 
our own. 


*‘ Nations and people are already 
uniting forthe supply of the spiritual 
wants of those, who sit in the regions 
of darkness and of death. The idol- 
ater is fleeing from his unhallowed 
temple and altar, to seek for instruc- 
tion at the feet of Jesus. The statues 
and the shrines of heathen ignorance 
are falling before the preaching of 
the missionaries of the cross ; and the 
angel of God seems to have begun his 
flight in the midst of heaven, ‘having 
the everlasting Gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the face of the 
earth, and to every nation, and tongue, 
and kindrec. and people. 

“* How glorious, my brethren, will 
be the time when all hearts shall unite 
in gratitude to God, and in love to 
the Redeemer; when every tongue 
shall be heard speaking the praises of 
Him who has delivered men from 
death and from hell, and made them 
kings and priests, to reign with Him 
and his Father forever! And, in 
view of the destined prosperity of Zi- 
on, what becomes our duty in the con- 
tribution of those labours, with which 
its accomplishment are, no doubt, ne- 
cessarily connected? Shall we not 
joyfully unite in every measure, which 
is adopted for the is of aiding 
in the extension of the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ? Shall not our prayers 
be offered, and our hands be /ifted up 
in the promotion of that cause, to- 


(1825. 





wards the universality of which, all 
the dispensations of Jehovah have 
been tending, ever since the time 
when the morning stars sang togeth- 
er, and the sons of God shouted for 


joy dal 





UNIVERSAL GAZETTEER. 


We take the liberty to recommend 
to those of our readers, who may have 
occasion to purchase such a work, 
Morse’s New Universal Gazetteer. It 
is of aconvenient form for common 
use, being in one large octavo volume 
of 856 pages. The work was evi- 
dently compiled with commendable 
fidelity, and the typograpical execu- 
tion is ina style of neatness credita- 
ble to the publishers. We know of 
no similar work possessing higher 
claims upon the publick. The vol- 
ume is the joint production of Dr. 
Morse, long known as an author, and 
of his son, Richard C. Morse, A. M. 
It gives us pleasure to say of the lat- 
ter, in particular, and of his brother 
Sidney E. Morse, A. M. whose name 
appears on several geographical pub- 
lications, that whatever comes from 
their pen has marks of genius and in- 


dustry which must give them great - 


success in the lahours to which they 
are devoted. No individuals have 
done more than they, in nan | 
to that perfection of geographical an 
statistical knowledge, which has is- 
sued from the American press, within 
the last few years. 





WESTERN UNIVERSITY OF PA. 


The Rev. John H. Hopkins, Rector 
of the Church in Pittsburgh, has re- 
cently been appointed Professor of 
Belles-Lettres, Ceticiom, and Compo- 
sition, in the Western University of 
Pennsylvania. 


EEE 
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INTELLIGENCE FROM INDIA. 

Ata late meeting of the Calcutta 
Asiatick Society, the Secretary read 
an analysis of the Vishnu Purana, the 
most famous of all the Puranas, and a 
plan is in progress for analysing the 
whole of these celebrated composi- 


tions. The collective works, called 
the Puranas, hold an eminent place in 
the religion and literature of the Hin- 
doos. Inferiour in alledged sanctity 
only to the Vedas, and like them, pos- 
sessing the credit of an inspired ori- 
gin, they exercise 2 much more prac- 
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tical influence upon the Hindoo com- 
munity, regulate their ritual, direct 
their faith, and supply, in popular le- 
gendary tales, materials for their cre- 
dulity. They are of two classes, prin- 
cipal and subordinate. The eighteen 
great Puranas are said to contain 
1,600,000 lines of verses. The Vishnu 
Purana appears designed to inculcate 
the adoration of Vishnu. It is con- 
sidered not to be older than the tenth 
century ; but it is avowedly compiled 
from older materials, and refers the 
historical portion to ancient and ap- 
parently traditionary memorials. 

At the same meeting of the above 
Society, the Rev. Mr. Mill communi- 
cated a notice of a Christian commu- 
nity, in Persia, which is stated to have 
escaped the observation of European 
travellers. ‘These Christians are said 
to occupy a small town near Tabreez, 
called Peat. but have Churches 
and Bishops at Jerusalem, Diarbeker, 
and Mousel. They are distinguished 
from other oriental Christians by their 
professing to be of Jewish descent, 
and by their forming an independent 
community, regulated by a Patriarch 
and Bishops unconnected with any 
other establishments. It is added, 
that there may be amongst them other 
peculiarities ; but'the information yet 
received is of an imperfect nature, and 
it was chiefly with a view to call at- 
tention to excite further inquiry, that 
the notice was communicated to the 
Society. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

This institution celebrated its ninth 
anniversary on the 12th of May last, 
at the City Hotel, in New York. Gov- 
ernour Clinton presided, and address- 
ed the meeting in a very impressive 
manner, und paid an eloquent tribute 
to the memory of Matthew Clarkson, 
Esq. one of the Vice Presidents of the 
Society, deceased. An interesting ad- 
dress was communicated from the ven- 
erable President, Mr. Jay, whose in- 
firmities prevented his attendance. 
The Treasurer's report represented 
the finances of the Society in a very 
flourishing condition ; the receipts of 
the present exceeding those of the last 
year, by $4,589. There have been 
printed at the Depository, during the 
year, 48,450 Bibles and Testaments, 
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including 2,000 Spanish Bibles, mak- 
ing a total, in the nine years of the 
Society’s existence, of 451,902 Bibles 
and Testaments, and parts of the lat- 
ter printed, or otherwise obtained by 
the Society. The managers have re- 
cently been engaged in contributing 
to the supply of penitentiaries and 
prisons with the Scriptures; and the 
troops stationed at remote parts of the 
United States. They have been ani- 
mated in their work by the readiness 
with which the Bible has been receiv- 
ed in South America, and the evident 
softening of the prejudices of the peo- 
ple, in relation to the circulation of 
the Scriptures.—Christian Enquirer. 





RECEIPTS OF CHARITABLE SOCIETIES. 
We close our volume, (says the 
Christian Observer, in the Appendix 
to 1824,) with the following interest- 
ing and appropriate cocument ; name- 
ly, an alphabetical list of the receipts 
of the chief charitable societies, ac- 
cording to their last annual reports. 
In two instances, the contributions in- 
clude government grants ; the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, thus 
received £9,212, and the Irish Edu- 
cation Society, £8,999. 
African Institution, . £918 
American Bible, : : 9,543 
American Board of Missions, 12,557 
American Episcopal Missionary, 852 
American Jews, : : 1,800 
American Methodist Missionary, 2,009 
American United Foreign Mis- 


sionary, . ; ; . 9,259 
Anti-Slavery, . , 3,519 
Baptist Missionary, ‘ . 12,153 


Baptist (General) Missionary, 1,627 
British and Foreign Bible, 97,718 
British and Foreign School, 1,920 


Christian Knowledge, é 54,891 
Church Missionary, , 39,272 
Church-of-England Tract, . 634 
Continental, ‘ : ‘ 2,014 
Gospel Propagation, . . 16,012 
Hibernian, ' . : 7,398 
Irish Sunday Schooi, . . 1,883 
Irish Education, , ; 12,611 
Irish Tract and Book, . 3,275 
Irish and British Ladies, . 401 
Irish Society of London, ‘ 300 


Jews’ Society of London, 12,426 


London Missionary, . . 33,907 
Merchant-Seamen’s Bible, 853 
National Education, . . 1,996 
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Naval and es Bible, 2.277 
Newfoundland Education, 1,140 


Port-of-London Seamen’s, 439 
Prayer-Book and Homily, . 1,703 
Religious Tract, : 11,068 
Scottish Missionary, 7,331 


Sunday School Union, 2,409 
United Brethren, 9,644 
Wesleyan Missionary, . 34,650 

The total, (including fractions, 


which are omitted in our list,) amounts 
to no less than £406,426*; a munifi- 
cent and unprecedented sum; yet, 
alas! little compared with the moral 
and spiritual wants of a fainting and 
perishing world; and little com- 
pared with the wasteful expenditure 
of vice, luxury, and folly! 


* Equal to $1,804,531 44. 





CHURCH IN VIRGINIA. 


The whole number. ‘ wlergymen in 
the Diocese is 36, and the number of 
parishes in operation 56; some of the 
ministers must of course divide their 
labours among two or more parishes. 
The number of communicants in the 
Diocese is not known, the parochial 
repent being extremely imperfect 
The number reported in sixteen par- 
ishes, is 957. Of these, the Monu- 
mental Church in Richmond has 135, 
Christ Church, in Norfolk 173, St. 
George’s parish, in Fredericksburg 
103, and Frederick parish, in Freder- 
ick county 100. We learn from the 
reports that several of the parishes are 
in a flourishing and growing state. 
Five houses for publick worship, most, 
if not all of which, are of brick, are 
erecting this season—one of which is 
in Hampshire, two in Bedford, and 
one in Lynchburg. 





CHURCH IN NORTH CAROLINA. 


The annual Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in that state 
assembled at Washington on the 21st, 
and adjourned on the 25th of April. 

Nine clergymen, including the Bish- 
op, and nineteen laymen, represent- 
ing eleven Churches, were present. 
After the organization of the Conven- 
tion and celebration of divine service, 
the Rev. Mr. Wright, of Wadesbor- 
ough, delivered a discourse suited to 
the occasion, and each morning and 
evening of the session, prayers were 
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offered and a sermon preached, and 
the rite of confirmation was adminis- 
tered to twenty-nine persons. On 
Sunday the Bishop held an Ordination, 
and admitted Mr. C. C. Brainard, re- 
cently from Vermont, to the Holy Or- 
der of Deacons, and the Rev. Joseph 
Pierson, officiating in Kener acy SH to 
that of Priests. Sermon by the Bishop, 
and presentations of the candidates, 
by Rev. Messrs. Empie and Mason, of 
Newtern. The newly organized par- 
ish in Hillsborough was received into 
union, and the Reports from the dif- 
ferent Churches afforded cause for 

ratitude tu “ the Great Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls ;” for his continued 
care and watchful providence, and for 
the measure of success with which 
he has blessed the ministration of his 
Word and Sacraments. 

The Convention will next meet at 
Hillsborough. The Sermon by the 
Bishop is shortly to be published. 

The Rev. Mr. Greene delivered an 
interesting discourse in behalf of the 
Missionary Society, and a genereus 
contribution was made in aid of its 
funds. 





EPISCOPAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN 
OHIO. 

The preparatory departments of this 
institution are, for the present, opened 
at the residence of the President, 
Bishop P. Chase, near Worthington. 
Two instructers of well known abilit 
have been engaged to assist the Presi- 
dent, and the course cf study is the 
same as in the most approved Acade- 
mies and Colleges. The students will 
reside under the same roof with the 
President and instructers, and be con- 
tinually subject to their inspection. 
The terms will be as follows: ‘Tuition 
in the Collegiate Studies, (per ann.) 
$20; Academical Studies, $10 ; Board 
per week, $1; incidental expenses, 
25 cents. Candidates for Orders will 
receive instruction gratis.-—Pitisburgh 
Recorder. 





MASSACHUSETTS EPISCOPAL MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of this Society 
was held on Easter Tuesday, but was 
adjourned without transacting the or- 
dinary business, in order that the So- 
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ciety might concur with the State 
Convention, in a proposition that the 
meetings of both these bodies be held 
in future on the same day. A com- 
mittee was appointed to confer witha 
committee of the Convention on this 
subject, which reported at a_subse- 
quent meeting, a recommendation that 
the annual meeting of the wd be 
held, im future, on the third Wednes- 
day in June ; being the day appointed 
for the annual meeting of the Conven- 
tion. This report was accepted, and 
the by-laws were »|tered so as to con- 
form to it, and the Society then ad- 
journed to the third Wednesday in 
June. 

On the 15th of June, the Society 
assembled in St. Paul’s Church, Bos- 
ton, in the afternoon. Prayers were 
read by Rev. Mr. Morss of Newbury- 
port, and a very interesting sermon 
preached by Rev. Mr. Strong of Green- 
field. After divine service, the Offi- 
cers of the Society for the year ensu- 
ing were elected. 

The Right Rev. Bishop is ex officio 
President. 

Rev. Mr. Eaton was elected Ist Vice 
President. 

Rev. Dr. Jarvis, 2d do. 

Hon. Thomas L. Winthrop, 3d do. 

James A. Dunn, Recording Secre- 
tary. 

E. Hale, Jr. M. D. Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Benjamin Howard, Jr. Treasurer. 

John Sowdon, 

Thomas Clark, 

James C. Merrill, 

T. W. Phillips, Esqrs. 


The meeting was then adjourned to 
the evening ; when the Society assem- 
bled in Christ Church. After prayers 
by Rev. Mr. Boyle, the Report of the 
Directors was read. 8. D. Parker, 
Esq. moved the acceptance of the re- 
port, and accompanied his motion 
with some remarks on the objects and 
usefulness of the operations of the 
Society. The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Sowdon and adopted. 

Dr. Hale moved that the thanks of 
the Society be presented to the auxil- 
iary Societies and individuals who 
have contributed to its funds, with 
some remarks on the importance of a 
more general co-operation of the 


Directors. 


members of our Church in the work 
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of missions. ‘The motion was second- 
ed by Rev. Mr. Wolcott, accompanied 
by a statement of some of ithe bene- 
fits already produced by the labours 
of the Society, and the great want of 
further exertions, and was adopted. 

The several services both in the af 
ternoon and the evening, were highly 
interesting to those who were present. 
But it is deeply to be lamented that 
the number who attended were so 
small. It was particularly discoura- 
ging to those who have laboured to 
bring about the union in the time oi 
meeting of the Convention and the 
Missionary Society, to see so few of 
the lay members of the Convention at 
the meetings of the Society. We 
have at different times urged the 
claims of the missionary cause upon 
the attention of our readers, until we 
are at a loss what more to say. We 
will at this time only beg the members 
of our Church to reflect upon, and 
apply seriously to this question the 
words of Mordecai, Esther iv. 14. 
“For if thou altogether holdest thy 
pores at this time, then shall there en- 
argement and deliverance arise to the 
Jews [to the Church] from another 

lace; but thou and thy father’s 
eed shall be destroyed.” 

The sermon of Rev. Mr. Strong 
and the Report of the Directors, with 
sundry other Documents, are printed. 
A collection was taken at each of the 
meetings, amounting to $53 90. 


EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE STATE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

From the journals of the late Con- 
vention, just published, we are ena- 
bled to present to our readers the fol- 
lowing gratifying summary. The num 
ber of clergymen in the Diocese is 41 
of these 33 are regularly officiating. 
3 are engaged in literary and theolog- 
ical institutions, and the remainder are 
without cures. As far as we have 
been able to ascertain from the paro- 
chial reports, there have been 001 bap- 
tisms, infant and adult; 178 marriages, 
335 funerals, 108 confirmed, and there 
are 1776 communicants. The num- 
ber of teachers employed in the Sun 
day schools, have been 138, and the 
scholars 1,414. We trust that we 
have made no material errour in tliesc 
calculations: we regret, however, that 
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clergymen in making up their paro- 
chial reports appear frequently to be 
careless, and omit important parts ; for 
instance, in several of the reports in 
the present journal communicants are 
omitted ; in others, baptisms; in oth- 
ers, marriages, &c.—so that it is.not 
possible to give a view of the state of 
the Church correct in al! particulars. 


CHURCH IN GEORGIA. 


The Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Georgia was held 
on the 18th, 19th, and 20th days of 
April, 1825, in Christ Church, Savan- 
nah. At the opening of the Conven- 
tion divine service was conducted by 
the Rey. Hugh Smith, Rector of St. 
Paul's Church, Augusta, and a sermon 
was delivered by the Rev. Abiel Car- 
ter, Rector of Christ Church, Savan- 
nah. Besides the two clergymen 
named, there are officiating in the 
state, the Rev. Samuel Strong of 
Oglethorpe county, and the Rey. Lot 
Jones. Mr. Jones recently went from 
the Eastern Diocese to Georgia, 
where he became a missionary to the 
Society for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity, and was instrumental in rais- 
ing a new congregation in Macon, 
which has been received into union 
with the Convention, by the name of 
Christ Church. The present is the 
third Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Georgia; and it 
is highly gratifying to witness the zeal 
in building up our Zion, which the 
Episcopalians in that state seem to 
manifest. 


From a Quebeck paper. 
FUNERAL OF BISHOP MOUNTAIN. 

June 21.—Yesterday afternoon the 
remains of the late venerable Bishop 
of this Diocese were interred in the 
Cathedral Church. ‘The body had 
been removed from his Lordship’s late 
residence to the old castle, from 
whence the interment took place, at 
three o’clock, when the corpse was 
brought out in a coffin covered with 
black cloth, and ornamented with 
black furniture, and placed upon the 
hearse. ‘The procession then moved 
through a lane formed by the regi- 
ments in garrison, from the castle to 
the west door of the Cathedral; the 
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fine bugles of the 71st regiment, playing 
the Dead March in Saul, and the med- 
ical attendants of the deceased, pre- 
ceding the hearse, which was follow- 
ed by his Excellency the Lieut. Gov- 
ernour, the Chief Justice, the gentle- 
men of the two Councils, the 2 aed 
and Members of the Bar, in their 
gowns, the Military Officers off duty, 
the gentlemen of the Civil and Milita- 
ry departments, and a long train of 
respectable citizens in deep mourning. 
On arriving at the pe rard, the 
body was received by the iad | 
Clergy in their pn Sag over which 
they wore black scarfs, and on enter- 
ing the church, the Rev. Dr. Mills 
commenced the burial service, in the 
course of which two anthems were 
»orformed, the first composed by the 
=e Dr. Beckwith, of Norwich,—the 
second, ‘‘ I heard a voice from Heav- 
en,” was composed for the occasion 
by Mr. Codman, the scientifick organ- 
ist of the Cathedral. The,first part of 
the service having been gone through 
in a most solemn and impressive man- 
ner, the body was removed from the 
centre aisle, and deposited in a vault 
on the left side of the communion ta- 
ble, when the remainder of the service 
was read. 

The church was very full, and a 
great number of ladies were present, 
to pay a last mark of respect to a char- 
acter so generally and so justly es- 
teemed. 

To the publick life of our late ex- 
cellent prelate, we cannot pay a more 
appropriate tribute than in the words 
of Bishop Tomline, in his life of Mr. 
Pitt, where speaking of the act which 
bestowed on this colony, the consti- 
tution we now enjoy, and established 
a Protestant Diocese, the learned Bish- 
op thus notices the labours of his 
friend : 

“In 1793, Dr. Jacob Mountain was 
consecrated Bishop of Quebeck, and 
went immediately to Canada, where 
he has ever since presided over the 
Church, with great honour to himself, 
and advantage to the concern of his 
extensive Diocese which includes both 
provinces.” 





ORDINATIONS. 


At an ordination held at Washing- 
ton, North Carolina, on Sunday the 
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24th of April last, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Ravenscroft, Mr. C.C. Brain- 
ard, of Vermont, was admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons ; and the Rev. 
Joseph Pierson, Deacon, officiating in 
Washington, to that of Priests. The 
sermon was preached by the Bishop, 
and the candidates were presented by 
the Rev. Messrs. Empie and Mason. 

Bishop White, of Pennsylvania, 
held an ordination in St Paul's 
Church, Philadelphia, on Wednesday 
the lith of May, and admitted the 
Rev. Robert Piggott and the Rev. 
Samuel Marks, Deacons, to the Holy 
Order of Priests. 

On Sunday, the 24th of May last, 
an ordination was held in the Monu- 
mental Church, in the city of Rich- 
mond, Virginia, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Moore, when the Rev. Frank- 
lin G. Smith, the Rev. Alexander 
Jones, the Rev. Charles H. Page, and 
the Rev. Nicholas H. Cutts, were ad- 
mitted to the Holy Order of Priests ; 
and Mr. John M’Guire, to the Holy 
Order of Deacons. 





SINGULAR WILL. 

In the late intelligence from Eng- 
land, it is stated that an argument was 
recently commenced in the House of 
Lords in a case involving the validity 
of the will of the late Peter Thellusson, 
Esq. <s this will is one of the most 
extraordinary testaments ever made, 
a short account of it may not be unin- 
teresting to our readers. 

Peter Thellusson, a merchant in 
London, died on the 2Ist of July, 
1797, leaving about £700,000 of pro- 
ductive personal property, real estate 
in England worth £140,000, and two 
plantations in the West Indies. His 
wife, three sons, three daughters, and 
ten grand-children, were living at the 
time of his death. 

By his last Will he gave to his wife 
his country house at Plaistow, his fur- 
niture, carriages, &c. and an annuity 
of £2140 so long as she remained a 
widow ; but in case she married again, 
the house and furniture were to be sold, 
and her annuity reduced to £575. 

To each of his sons he gave £7600 
—making, with the money already 
advanced to them £23,000 each. 
‘* This provision,’ he says, “ and the 
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reat success they have met with in 
usiness, will be sufficient to procure 
them comfort; and it is my earnest 
wish and desire, that they will avoid 
ostentation, vanity, and pompous 
show.” And in another part of his 
will he says, in relation to his sons, 
“‘T most earnestly hope and pray to 
God that they will never quit busi- 
ness.” 

To each of his unmarried daughters 
he gave £12,000, to be forfeited, if 
either of them married at ail during 
his lifetime, or married after his death, 
without the consent of his wife and 
his executors: and to his married 
daughter, he gave an annuity of £100 
and some small legacies. 

After some further legacies to his 
brother, his executors and _ several 
friends, he gave all the residue of his 
estate (consisting of about £600,000 
in personal property, and of land 
yielding an annual income of £4500) 
to certain friends in trust, to receive 
the rents, interest and profits, and to 
invest the same in the purchase of 
lands as fast as received, so that the 
whole might accumulate during the 
lives of his three sons, and the lives 
of their sons which might be living at 
the time of his death, and the lives of 
any sons of his grand-sons_ which 
might be born during his own life, and 
as long as the last survivor of any of 
these should live. He then directed 
that at the death of such last survivor, 
the accumulated fund should be divi- 
ded into three parts, and that one 
part should be conveyed to the eldest 
male lineal descendant of each of his 
three sons; and upon failure of such 
descendant of either of his sons, that 
share to go to the others: and upon 
failure of all such lineal male descend- 
ant4, the whole to go to the sinking 
fund towards paying the national debt. 

Various computations have been 
made of the probable value of this 
accumulated property at the time of 
its ultimate division; founded of 
course on the probable duration of 
the lives of the testator’s descend- 
ants. The lowest calculation makes 


it nineteen millions of pounds sterling, 
or $84,360,000, about twenty millions. 
one hundred and trcenty 
dollars, to a share. 


thousand 





——_ 





272 Religious and Miscellaneous Intelligence. [ 1825. 


It is worthy of remark that the tes- 
tator had no quarrel or dissatisfaction 
with any member of his family, but 
lived with them all in habits of friend- 
ship and confidence ; though he de- 
termined that not one of them who 
was living during his own life, should 
enjoy his property. It is equally re- 
markable, that while he inculcated so 
earnestly habits of industry and fru- 
gality on his sons, he should provide 
such enormous fortunes for his remote 
descendants. It doubtless originated 
in vanity. 

The prerees of this Will excited 
so much attention, that it gave rise to 
an act of Parliament [40. Geo. III. 
chap. 98.] prohibiting any person for 
the future from settling or devising 

popenty for the purpose of accumu- 
ation, for a longer peried than twen- 
ty-one years after the death of the 
grantor or testator—being the longest 
time in which a fund could be want- 
ed for the benefit of minor children. 





THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. 

Few cities have undergone so ma- 
ny revolutions as Jerusalem. Once 
the metropolis of the powerful king- 
dom of David and of Solomon, it had 
its temples built of the cedar of Leb- 
anon, and ornamented with the gold 
of Ophir. After being laid waste by 
the Babylonian army, it was rebuilt 
in more than its original beauty, un- 
der the Maccabees and the Herods. 
The Grecian architecture was now in- 
troduced, as is shown by the royal 
tombs on the north of the city. It 
then contained some hundred thou- 
sands of inhabitants; but in the year 
70 of the Christian era, it was visited 
by the signal vengeance of heaven, 
being razed to the foundation by the 
Roman Titus. Adrian built in* its 


stead the city of Alia Capitolina ; 
but in the time of Constantine, the 
name of Jerusalem was restored, and 
has ever since been retained. Helen, 
this emperor’s mother, adorned the 
holy city with several monuments. 
In the seventh century it fell under 
the powér of the Persians and Arabi- 
ans. The latter called it El-Kods, 
“the holy,” and sometimes El-Sherif, 
“the noble.” In 1098 the chevaliers 
of Christian Europe came to deliver 
it from the hands of the Mahometans. 
The throne of the Godfreys and of 
Baldwin imparted to it a momentary 
lustre, which was soon effaced by in- 
testine discord. In 1187, Saladin re- 
placed the crescent on the hills of Zi- 
on. Since that period, conquered at 
different times by the sultans of Da- 
mascus, of Bagdat, and of Egypt, it 
finally changed its masters, for the 
seventeenth time, by submitting in 
1517 to the Turkish arms. 





DIFFERENT COLOURS OF MOURNING. 

In Europe black is generally used, 
because it represents darkness, which 
death is like unto, as it isa privation 
of life. In China white is used, be- 
cause they hope the dead are in heav- 
en, the place of purity. In Egypt 
yellow is used, because it represents 
the decaying of trees and flowers, 
which become yellow as they die 
away. In Ethiopia brown is used, 
because it denotes the colour of the 
earth from whence we came, and to 


which we return. In some parts of 


Turkey blue is used, because it repre- 
sents the sky, where they hope they 
are gone; but in other parts purple 
and violet, because being a mixture of 
black and blue, it represents, as it 
were, sorrow on the one side and 
hope on the other. 





NOTICE TO READERS. 


The Article on the Necessity of M ysteries in Revelation was 
furnished us by a young gentleman lately admitted, in this Dio- 


cese, to the Order of Deacons. 


We have the promise of further 


aid from the productions of his pen. 











